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thing like his future raiding of the Spanish Main;
for the Channel swarmed with Protestant priva-
teers, no gentler, when they caught a Spaniard,
than Spaniards were when they caught them.
He was twenty-two when he went out with Haw-
kins and would be in his twenty-fourth year when
he returned to England in the little Judith after
the murderous Spanish treachery at San Juan de
Ulua.

Just as the winter night was closing in, on the
20th of January, 1569, the Judith sailed into Ply-
mouth. Drake landed. William Hawkins, John's
brother, wrote a petition to the Queen-in-Council
for letters-of-marque in reprisal for Ulua, and
Drake dashed off for London with the missive
almost before the ink was dry. Now it happened
that a Spanish treasure fleet, carrying money
from Italy and bound for Antwerp, had been
driven into Plymouth and neighboring ports by
Huguenot privateers. This money was urgently
needed by Alva, the very capable but ruthless
governor of the Spanish Netherlands, who, having
just drowned the rebellious Dutch in blood, was
now erecting a colossal statue to himself for
having * extinguished sedition, chastised rebellion,